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tends to establish that the termination 
was inadvertent. 

(c) Corporation’s request for determina-
tion of an inadvertent termination. A cor-
poration that believes its election was 
terminated inadvertently may request 
a determination of inadvertent termi-
nation from the Commissioner. The re-
quest is made in the form of a ruling 
request and should set forth all rel-
evant facts pertaining to the event in-
cluding, but not limited to, the facts 
described in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion, the date of the corporation’s elec-
tion under section 1362(a), a detailed 
explanation of the event causing termi-
nation, when and how the event was 
discovered, and the steps taken to re-
turn the corporation to small business 
corporation status. 

(d) Adjustments. The Commissioner 
may require any adjustments that are 
appropriate. In general, the adjust-
ments required should be consistent 
with the treatment of the corporation 
as an S corporation during the period 
specified by the Commissioner. In the 
case of a transfer of stock to an ineli-
gible shareholder that causes an inad-
vertent termination under section 
1362(f), the Commissioner may require 
the ineligible shareholder to be treated 
as a shareholder of an S corporation 
during the period the ineligible share-
holder actually held stock in the cor-
poration. Moreover, the Commissioner 
may require protective adjustments 
that prevent any loss of revenue due to 
a transfer of stock to an ineligible 
shareholder (e.g., a transfer to a non-
resident alien). 

(e) Corporation and shareholder con-
sents. The corporation and all persons 
who were shareholders of the corpora-
tion at any time during the period 
specified by the Commissioner must 
consent to any adjustments that the 
Commissioner may require. Each con-
sent should be in the form of a state-
ment agreeing to make the adjust-
ments. The statement must be signed 
by the shareholder (in the case of 
shareholder consent) or a person au-
thorized to sign the return required by 
section 6037 (in the case of corporate 
consent). See § 1.1362–6(b)(2) for persons 
required to sign consents. A share-
holder’s consent statement should in-
clude the name, address, and taxpayer 

identification numbers of the corpora-
tion and shareholder, the number of 
shares of stock owned by the share-
holder, and the dates on which the 
shareholder owned any stock. The cor-
porate consent statement should in-
clude the name, address, and taxpayer 
identification numbers of the corpora-
tion and each shareholder. 

(f) Status of corporation. The status of 
the corporation after the terminating 
event and before the determination of 
inadvertence is determined by the 
Commissioner. Inadvertent termi-
nation relief may be granted retro-
active for all years for which the ter-
minating event was effective, in which 
case the corporation is treated as if its 
election had not terminated. Alter-
natively, relief may be granted only for 
the period in which the corporation 
again became eligible for subchapter S 
treatment, in which case the corpora-
tion is treated as a C corporation dur-
ing the period for which the corpora-
tion was not eligible to be an S cor-
poration. 

[T.D. 8449, 57 FR 55453, Nov. 25, 1992]

§ 1.1362–5 Election after termination. 
(a) In general. Absent the Commis-

sioner’s consent, an S corporation 
whose election has terminated (or a 
successor corporation) may not make a 
new election under section 1362(a) for 
five taxable years as described in sec-
tion 1362(g). However, the Commis-
sioner may permit the corporation to 
make a new election before the 5-year 
period expires. The corporation has the 
burden of establishing that under the 
relevant facts and circumstances, the 
Commissioner should consent to a new 
election. The fact that more than 50 
percent of the stock in the corporation 
is owned by persons who did not own 
any stock in the corporation on the 
date of the termination tends to estab-
lish that consent should be granted. In 
the absence of this fact, consent ordi-
narily is denied unless the corporation 
shows that the event causing termi-
nation was not reasonably within the 
control of the corporation or share-
holders having a substantial interest in 
the corporation and was not part of a 
plan on the part of the corporation or 
of such shareholders to terminate the 
election. 
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(b) Successor corporation. A corpora-
tion is a successor corporation to a cor-
poration whose election under section 
1362 has been terminated if— 

(1) 50 percent or more of the stock of 
the corporation (the new corporation) 
is owned, directly or indirectly, by the 
same persons who, on the date of the 
termination, owned 50 percent or more 
of the stock of the corporation whose 
election terminated (the old corpora-
tion); and 

(2) Either the new corporation ac-
quires a substantial portion of the as-
sets of the old corporation, or a sub-
stantial portion of the assets of the 
new corporation were assets of the old 
corporation. 

(c) Automatic consent after certain ter-
minations. A corporation may, without 
requesting the Commissioner’s con-
sent, make a new election under sec-
tion 1362(a) before the 5-year period de-
scribed in section 1362(g) expires if the 
termination occurred because the cor-
poration— 

(1) Revoked its election effective on 
the first day of the first taxable year 
for which its election was to be effec-
tive (see § 1.1362–2(a)(2)); or 

(2) Failed to meet the definition of a 
small business corporation on the first 
day of the first taxable year for which 
its election was to be effective (see 
§ 1.1362–2(b)(2)). 

[T.D. 8449, 57 FR 55454, Nov. 25, 1992]

§ 1.1362–6 Elections and consents. 
(a) Time and manner of making elec-

tions—(1) In general. An election state-
ment made under this section must 
identify the election being made, set 
forth the name, address, and taxpayer 
identification number of the corpora-
tion, and be signed by a person author-
ized to sign the return required to be 
filed under section 6037. 

(2) Election to be an S corporation—(i) 
Manner of making election. A small busi-
ness corporation makes an election 
under section 1362(a) to be an S cor-
poration by filing a completed Form 
2553. The election form must be filed 
with the service center designated in 
the instructions applicable to Form 
2553. The election is not valid unless all 
shareholders of the corporation at the 
time of the election consent to the 
election in the manner provided in 

paragraph (b) of this section. However, 
once a valid election is made, new 
shareholders need not consent to that 
election. 

(ii) Time of making election—(A) In 
general. The election described in para-
graph (a)(2)(i) of this section may be 
made by a small business corporation 
at any time during the taxable year 
that immediately precedes the taxable 
year for which the election is to be ef-
fective, or during the taxable year for 
which the election is to be effective 
provided that the election is made be-
fore the 16th day of the third month of 
the year. If a corporation makes an 
election for a taxable year, and the 
election meets all the requirements of 
this section but is made during the pe-
riod beginning after the 15th day of the 
third month of the taxable year, the 
election is treated as being made for 
the following taxable year provided 
that the corporation meets all the re-
quirements of section 1361(b) at the 
time the election is made. For taxable 
years of 21⁄2 months or less, an election 
made before the 16th day of the third 
month after the first day of the taxable 
year is treated as made during that 
year. 

(B) Elections made during the first 21⁄2 
months treated as made for the following 
taxable year. A timely election made by 
a small business corporation during the 
taxable year for which it is intended to 
be effective is nonetheless treated as 
made for the following taxable year 
if— 

(1) The corporation is not a small 
business corporation during the entire 
portion of the taxable year which oc-
curs before the date the election is 
made; or 

(2) Any person who held stock in the 
corporation at any time during the 
portion of the taxable year which oc-
curs before the time the election is 
made, and who does not hold stock at 
the time the election is made, does not 
consent to the election. 

(C) Definition of month and beginning 
of the taxable year. Month means a pe-
riod commencing on the same numer-
ical day of any calendar month as the 
day of the calendar month on which 
the taxable year began and ending with 
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